


Introduction

Background for Parents & Educators

Reconciliation and the lasting impacts of residential schools have sparked
conversations between parents and children, educators and students, around
Indigenous issues, histories, and perspectives in homes and classrooms across
Canada. This guide provides background information, two articles, and
sample notes to help parents and educators have conversations with children
about the need for reconciliation.

In response to the Calls to Action from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
of Canada’s report in 2015, Scholastic Canada partnered with Indigenous educators
including 10 key advisors to create Take Action for Reconciliation for grades 3-8.

“ ‘Truth Before Reconciliation’ The importance of understanding
the true history of Canada regarding Indigenous Peoples must
occur before reconciliation. Each Canadian needs to know that

the impacts of government policy, including residential schools,
were designed to be hurtful to Indigenous Peoples.,,
—Brad Baker, educator from the Squamish Nation

———

Take Action for Reconciliation
Advisory Team

(Left to right): Cornelia Laliberte, Métis (Saskatchewan); Brad Baker, Squamish Nation (British Columbia); Lowa Beebe,

Piikani Nation of Treaty 7 Nations (Alberta); Jaime Battiste, former treaty education lead at Mi’kmaw Ki’natnewey (Nova Scotia);
Marilyn Maychak, Inuk (Ontario); Diane Jubinville, Pasqua Nation (Saskatchewan); April Waters, Métis (Manitoba);

Fibbie Tatti, Sahttot’ine tribe (Northwest Territories); Pamala Agawa, Anishinaabe-kwe from Batchewana First Nation (Ontario);
Colinda Clyne, Anishinaabe-kwe from Kitigan Zibi First Nation (Ontario)
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econciliation is described as working together to repair a relationship. The relationship

between Indigenous Peoples and non-Indigenous people has not been equal for a long
time. In 2008, the federal government began the Truth and Reconciliation process with a
formal apology to the Survivors of residential schools. As part of the process, the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) was set up to go across Canada to interview and
gather statements from Indigenous people relating to residential schools. Residential schools

began in the 1800s, and the last one was closed in 1996.

About 150 000 Indigenous children were taken from their parents to live in these schools. The

communities throughout Canada.

in developing reconciliation policy, programs, and practices.

in Canada.

Restoring the Relationship

communities and made with these communities.

Source: Community Ties TG page 30, 70.

purpose of the schools was to “eliminate parental involvement in the intellectual, cultural and
spiritual development of Aboriginal children” (Truth and Reconciliation Commission of
Canada). Indigenous children were placed in the schools and were forbidden to speak their
languages, and forbidden to believe in their own culture and identity. As a result, the
intergenerational impact of residential schools is still being felt today in Indigenous

The Commission’s focus on finding out the truth about residential schools was meant to lay
the foundation for the reconciliation process. Repairing damaged trust, making reparations,
following through with concrete actions, and establishing respectful relationships were some
of the recommendations the TRC also described as part of this reconciliation process.

The TRC made 94 Calls to Action on how Canadians can make amends for the oppression of
Indigenous Peoples and move forward with reconciliation. The Commission singled out
education as a key tool in reconciliation, and that children and youth should play a strong part

It is important for students to take note that reconciliation is an ongoing participatory process
that ideally includes everyone in Canada. This process includes the learning journey of
understanding the historical context that has set the stage for contemporary Indigenous lives

Two key understandings about the reconciliation process are that it is reciprocal, and that
it looks different to each individual. The experience of colonization has been ongoing since
the moment settlers arrived on Turtle Island (North America). As such, the process of
reconciliation is expected to be lengthy but certainly achievable. Education plays a special
role in reconciliation, given that over the course of at least a century Indigenous children
were forcibly pushed into residential schools, and most Canadians did not learn about this
truth in their own experiences of education. As the Honourable Justice Murray Sinclair
stated in his role as Chair of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada,
“Education is what got us here, and education is what will get us out.” A key
consideration in any action taken is that decisions that are made are guided by Indigenous
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Learning About Reconciliation
and Residential Schools

Many of us are just coming to know the history of
treaties and residential schools in Canada because of
the way the education system functioned for so long.
As such, it is important to come to terms with the fact
that learning will take time, and there may be some
bumps along the way. This is okay. It is important to
act, learn, teach, reflect, and make things better as
you come to know better. As writer Thomas King
stated, “Don’t say you would have lived your life
differently had you heard this story. You’ve heard it
now.” The same applies here. Reconciliation is about
action, and there is a moral imperative to teaching this
content in a good way. There are many excellent
resources, and many more are being developed on

a regular basis. If there is something you don’t know,
don’t be afraid to learn about it and find out!

Terminology

First Nations, Inuit, or Métis peoples are often assumed
to be culturally homogenous. This could not be further
from the truth. One of the challenges is the terminology
used to describe Indigenous Peoples. For example, one
of the historical terms used is Indian. This term is
outdated and often felt to be offensive. In the 1970s, the
term Indian was replaced with First Nations, and it is
meant to honour the nationhood that the government
sought to erase through the treaty-making process and
residential schools. The term Indian, however, still has
legal relevance because of the Indian Act. The Indian
Act impacts many aspects of people’s lives, but one of
the biggest ways is through Indian Status. Indian Status
is legal recognition of an individual’s First Nations
ancestry and all associated rights, including any treaty
rights and the rights to live on a First Nations reserve,
apply for funding for post-secondary education, and
limited health benefits provided through NIHB (non-
insured health benefits). There is a growing movement to
change the Indian Act so that it is less restrictive and
oppressive.

The word Aboriginal is also considered to be
offensive to some people, but it is accepted by many.
It is an umbrella term that can refer to First Nations,
Inuit, or Métis. It is not a term that captures
distinctions, which is one of the reasons some dislike

it. The term First Nations, as well, functions in the
same way. It implies many nations, but unless one
seeks out more knowledge, the distinction is not
clear. There are over 600 distinct nations across
Canada that could fall under the category of First
Nations. Across central Canada there are diverse
Métis communities that have many similarities, but
also many distinctions. Across the Arctic there are
at least four distinct Inuit land claim regions with
peoples speaking different dialects and expressing
culture in distinct ways relating to the land that they
are connected to. When delving into the learning
of historical and contemporary experiences of
Indigenous Peoples, it is important to be as specific
as possible about the group or groups you are
exploring.

The term Indigenous has gained popularity over the last
several years, but it is important to define what is meant
by the term Indigenous. It is often used in a global
context to refer to the original peoples of a particular
land or territory. For the purposes of this guide, the term
Indigenous is synonymous with the term Aboriginal and
refers to the three distinct groups within Canada that
are recognized under Section 35 of the Constitution
Act: First Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples.

In an attempt to push back against terms that were
imposed upon Indigenous Peoples, there is a
significant push in communities to reclaim traditional
names for nations. Some examples would include
using the word Anishinaabe to refer to people
historically known as Ojibwe, or the use of the word
Kanien’keha:ka for the peoples historically known as
Mohawk. The term Inuit is a word in Inuktut that
means “the people,” Dene means “the people” in the
Dene language, and many Métis people from western
regions refer to themselves as Otipemisiwak, which
means “the people who rule themselves” in the
Nehiyaw (Cree) language. The reclamation of language
is significant as communities seek to reconnect and
re-establish traditional languages that were diminished
through the Indian Residential School System over the
course of a century.

One of the unique stereotypes that Indigenous Peoples
face is that it is assumed that they live in rural areas, on
reserves, or in northern communities. It is true that
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many First Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples do live in
these places. However, urban Indigenous populations
are growing very fast, and in fast-growing diverse
Canadian cities urban Indigenous people often feel
hidden in plain view. This urban reality is quite distinct
from the rural or reserve reality, and it is important that
the content that is learned in schools reflects a diversity
of perspectives and experiences to avoid singular
narratives being taught to children that are then
replicated in their day-to-day lives.

Residential Schools

Indian Residential Schools operated for more than a
hundred years in Canada. With children being taken as
young as four years old, every aspect of Indigenous
families was impacted. Conditions at many of the
schools were deplorable, and many children were
physically, sexually, emotionally, and spiritually abused.
The impacts of all of this, weighing on one generation

after the next, continue to be felt intensely by
communities across Canada. Communities are working
hard to heal themselves from the deep harm that came
from these intergenerational experiences. Residential
schools are still new to the learning of many Canadians,
which is why it continues to be important to expand the
learning of children from their entry into the school
system until they leave it.

In 2008, the federal government of Canada formally
apologized for its role in the Indian Residential School
system. One of the outcomes of this apology was the
launching of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
of Canada. The intent of this commission was to
gather truth through the testimony of Survivors of
Indian Residential Schools, and research into the
impact of these schools. The process of reconciliation
relied on the gathering and educational outcomes of
the truth gathering and was seen to be ongoing and
involving both individuals in Canada as well as the
collective.

Teaching and Learning
with Indigenous Peoples

e Connect with your school board’s Indigenous education liaison or department.
« Build relationships with local communities. Expect it to take time to build trust and for the

relationships to grow.

< Prioritize the voices of Indigenous Peoples and listen.
e Centre Indigenous content, knowledge, ways of knowing and being in your practice (Traditional

Knowledge, books, film, music, philosophy, art).

< Follow traditional protocols in your local area (e.g., gifting, blankets, and tobacco), and don’t be afraid

to ask if you are unsure of the protocols.

« Work with Elders and Knowledge Keepers trusted in your local communities. Often Indigenous
education departments and local agencies that serve Indigenous groups are great resources for

advice.

e Reciprocate—Value the time and knowledge of any guests in your learning space, or community
members you work with. Think about how you can reciprocate the relationship. Remember that a gift

or an honorarium is also given.

» Go beyond arts, crafts, and displays of music and dance. Talk about the issues, even the most
difficult ones, and make sure to include Indigenous voices, values, stories, and perspectives.
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These sample articles and lessons may help teachers, parents, and children

*Sja!ml | "DI"e) A![ft!ll@jlle) start their journey of learning about Canada’s history with Indigenous

Peoples and take their first steps towards reconciliation.
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“I expect folks to understarE?
that reconciliation is a Kk\
two-way street. And ,‘

“We all go to school and we
each have the power to decide
how we will use our learning
for good. As a young person,

, y your voice is powerful. How
that we can't get to i . .
o ) g will you use your voice to make

reconciliation until we o . .

g your community more fair and

e® 1meusn" w,::.:. A P ath t 0 H e al i n g —seven generaf:ions—so it may take

generations to fix,

“Reconciliation.” It's a big word, —Senator Murray Sinclair, havethetruthpart” o i ey, respectful?
but what does it mean? It is when former Chair of the TRC .y

eople work to repair a relationshi -~ —Rebecca Benson, R —Charlene Bearhead,
b . P . P ; P _ . . . - Egale Canada Human Rights Trust Ny Pathways to Education Canada Indigenous
It is an ongoing process. In this case, it is repairing the relationship ; <8 Education Advisory Circle Member
between Indigenous Peoples and other Canadians. It has been unequal ™y

for a long, long time.

In 2008, then Prime Minister
Stephen Harper made a formal
apology to former students of
Indian Residential Schools on
[Download Sample @] behalf of the Canadian government.
That same year, the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of
Canada (TRC) was set up. Their job
was to go across the country to
interview people who had attended
residential school to get their
stories and statements. This was
stressful for many students
because they didn’'t want to
remember those hard times,
but it was also healing for
some Survivors.

“Reconciliation means... you have
to recognize and listen to the
survivors of events and hear
their stories. You need to spread
awareness and make sure that
everyone knows about it. Then
you need to fix the problem and
make sure it doesn’t happen again.”

—I1l-year-old Zachary Mullln

“We know we made mistakes in the past, \ 2014
but now it is time to right our wrongs. \
Time to learn from them and teach the
next generation this important history. No
matter our race or background, we stand
together, all of us as one, and we are united
~asacountry because we are all different,
 but we are all Canadian”

The TRC completed its report in

2015. It came up with 94 Calls to - - —Nevaeh Murray, N :
Action—ways that Canadians can ~ Grade 6, Charlottetown, PEI b, 40 reconcile with
move forward. There is a lot of healing and work A Cree Elder Lomna Standingready (left) : e £ ’ your fr iends and

still to be done, but the TRC report is a good start shared the story of what happened to her
as a little girl in residential school. Here,

for finding a way to honour the past, while ;
. . . she attends the closing ceremony of the
looking towards a bright future for all Canadians. TRC on June 3, 2015.

family when you
break a promise?

34
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https://www.scholastic.ca/truthandreconciliation/Truth&ReconciliationDiscussionGuide_Sample1.pdf
https://www.scholastic.ca/reconciliation/pdfs/WhatisReconciliation_TruthandReconciliation_Student_Sample1.pdf

Summary: This selection
explains the meaning of
reconciliation and looks at the

different ideas people have
about it.

Reading Level: @ B @
Vocabulary: generations,
reconciliation, relationship,
process, Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of
Canada (TRC), residential
schools, Survivors, truth,
awareness

B

Minds on
Reflection (Before
Reading): When you have a
disagreement with your
friends, what do you do to
fix the problem? Do you
apologize? What else
would you do?

Understanding the Page:

o On page 34, Justice Murray
Sinclair, Chair of the TRC, states
that “It took 125 years to create
the problem —seven generations —
so it may take generations to fix.”
What does “generations” mean?
What problem is Justice Sinclair
talking about? What does he mean
when he says it took 125 years to
create the problem?

In 2008, the Canadian
government apologized to former

students of residential schools.
Why did they apologize? What do
you think of this apology? When a
relationship needs fixing, do you
think an apology is all that is
needed to mend the relationship?
Explain your thinking.
Also in 2008, the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of
Canada (TRC) was established to
hear the stories of Survivors of
residential schools. How do you

o On page 35, Rebecca Benson

Sample Lesson from
Community Ties Teacher’s Guide

telling/knowing the truth an
important part of reconciliation?

On page 35, Charlene Bearhead
says that “... we each have the
power to decide how we will use
our learning for good. As a young
person, your voice is powerful.” In
what ways can you make your
voice heard? At home? At school?
In your community? How can you
make your community more fair

and respectful?
[ @ Download Sample]

think telling their stories helped
the Survivors?

suggests that reconciliation is a
two-way street. What is meant by
“a two-way street”? Benson also
says that “... we can’t get to
reconciliation until we have the
truth part.” What does she mean
by the truth part? What truth is
Benson referring to? Why is

Social Studies — Historically, Canada’s oppression
of Indigenous Peoples led to the loss of their

traditional territories, ways of life, and languages, the
banning of cultural practices, and the Residential

What Reconciliation:

! . omA lJ t.} 3 _}/'—

History = In the selection, Nevaeh Murray expresses \M%@&l@i\g)ﬂg’ng People have lots of ideas Fromiearning cant ;ﬁ“"\
. to €AMING 1o acting.
“Tt took 125 years to create the problem == .

E’ that it is time to right our wrongs. What does Murray

mean when she goes further to say, “Time to learn
from them and teach the next generation this
important history”? Why is it important to learn from
history? What lessons do you think all Canadians
can learn from knowing about the history of
residential schools in Canada?

Social Studies — Zachary Mullen says that
“Reconciliation means... you have to recognize and
listen to the survivors of events and hear their stories.

A Path to Heuling

“Reconciliation.” It's big word,
but what dees it mean? It is when
::elnple work to repair a relationship,
is on i i :
il :T'?:;egnz:o:;sei lin this dcose, it is repairing the relationship
les an, i
e o p other Canadians. It hag been unequal

Reconciliation Commission of
Lanads (TRC) was sat ug. Their job
W25 0 9o across the country to
lnllamm People who had attended
residential schaal to get their

still to be done, but the TRC report is 2 good star

Benerations to iy

~—Senator Murray Sinclair,
tormee Chair of the TR

~SEVER generations—so it may take

\\ "We all g to schoo) and wa
that esagd 2] sachhavethe power o decide
" we will use our fearning
fwce-way street, And 3 ™ for good. As a young porson,
4 : Your vaice ks powerful, How
" Will you use your vaice to make

" Your cammunity more fair and

-
-
~—Rebecca Banson, \\ h Tespectful?®
Egale Conoda Human Rights Trusy ‘t':\

—Charlene Bearhead,
Pathways to Education Canada
Education Advisory Circle Ww‘"“unnu

—{l-year- o
I 0ld Zachary Malin,

process.

School System. We learn on page 34 that
reconciliation means repairing a relationship. What do
you think repairing the relationship between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people involves?
Discuss your ideas as a class. In your discussion,
consider the idea that reconciliation is an ongoing

arpac made a formy |
;:;i"’gi' fo. 'W'"_er students ;[ $4$Y}'f'r;\:. L;MA( £ A
e © RITRiR0
& the Canadian government, e .-?\)”:ﬁ s & . .
at same year,the Truth gng oo AL A T \ Global Citizenship — Write a letter to your local
% government to ask if they are working towards

reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples. How is the
government working towards reconciliation? Write
why you think it is important for the government to

You need to spread awareness and make sure that b e iy el e e mitaes e
everyone knows about it. Then you need to fix the i’;:,";;‘r",ﬁ“;;‘,;;;;:: ;“;,T,:;mwﬂznmsmm \ - : \\ @ [ IS _
problem and make sure it doesn’t happen again.” bt wis o esingfor e e o e % A\ !\\ - A achieve reconciliation. Share your letter with your
Discuss Mullen’s statement with a partner. What The TRC completed s reprt i (ot o us s, and e s ' i school to show that you want changes.
does he mean by “spread awareness”? When you iffai'n[’.'.L;";’;},’;{‘E‘:“njjijn‘,"';;: ““‘:::;::'mw i
mave forward. There is a lat of haaling and work c—m.'f,' il "m.m ”::ﬂw doyou .
o K encile with Further Inquiry
Conduct further research on the Residential

recognize and listen to the survivors of events and
hear their stories, what does that help to do? Why is
making sure that everyone knows about what has
happened an important step in reconciliation?

for ﬁnd:'ng 3 way to honour tha past, while
looking towards a Bright future for aif Canadians,

fiool, Here,
3he actends the ciosing caremany
. 4
TR ot hine 3, Jags, g

Your frignds and
fa"'ﬂy when you
Teak a promisgs

Think About It!

School System. What were the attitudes of the
Canadian government towards Indigenous
Peoples at that time period in Canadian history?
What were the roles of churches and the
Canadian government? What was the Canadian
government’s goal? How did residential schools
impact the lives of Indigenous children and their
families and communities? How are the effects

Health — Revisit the picture of Cree Elder Lorna Standingready on page 34. At . & ) .
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission meetings, Elder Standingready shared How do you recongile with your friends and family when you have g° U >S4 1O . :
done something to damage your relationship, such as break a of residential schools still having an impact on S

promise or hurt them in some way? What are the keys to a good Indigenous communities today?

her story of her time at residential school. Why do you think she was crying at
the closing ceremony of the TRC? Do you think that sharing their stories may
have been both traumatic and healing for Elder Standingready and other

Survivors? Discuss your thinking with a partner.
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relationship? Brainstorm what is considered a good relationship, for
example, having respect, having trust, and sharing. What happens
when a relationship is broken? How can you repair that relationship?

© 2022 Scholastic Canada Ltd. Excerpt from Take Action for Reconciliation Community Ties Teacher Guide.
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Not many kids can imagine living apart
from their parents for a month, let alone
an entire school year. Well, that's exactly
what happened to more than 150 000
Indigenous kids who had to go to residential
schools far from their homes.

Across the country, children aged 4 to 16
were taken from their families by the
Canadian government. They were forced to
attend residential schools for the whole
school year, and sometimes even longer.

In school, children had to cut their hair, wear
a uniform, and be called by an English name,
or worse yet, just a number.

They also had to follow very strict rules,
or they could be punished harshly. Many.

Boys lined up in rows at the
Brandon Indian Residential School in
Brandon, Manitoba, in 1960.

Indigenous children spoke their own
languages at home, but they were forbidden
to do so at school.

The Mohawk Institute Residential School in
Brantford, Ontario, was the first recognized
residential school. Founded in 1828 as the
Mechanics’ Institute, it became a full

residential school for boys and girls in 1834.

The first residential schools were run by
churches. Many students had to take part in
church activities that were strange to them.

Later, the schools were turned into boarding
schools under the Canadian government's
control. More than 130 schools operated
across Canada between 1831 and 1996.

When children were taken
from their homes, it
had a huge impact on
communities. Parents and
grandparents were sad and
lonely without any children
around, and the whole circle
of life was broken.

Girls in sewing class

at the Fort Resolution Indian
Residential School in the
Northwest Territories.

This scene is from
We Were Children, a 2012 film by Tim
Wolochatiuk. The film recounts the
story of Lyna Hart and Glen Anaquod,
who were both taken from their
homes at a very young age and sent
to residential school.

Life for Families and Communities

Without any children around, some people

lost the ability to parent. They had no model
of what family life looked like before residential
schools. Some of the children who were taken
away to school never learned how to show love
to their own children—never hugging them or
kissing them good night.

Culture is another thing that was taken away
by residential schools. Children didn't learn
about their culture, and many didn’t have any
opportunities to learn even after they grew
up. There are generations of Indigenous people
who have lost their culture because of this.
Thankfully, many people are working hard to
regain this knowledge.

Loss of Language and Culture

Many Indigenous languages are disappegring_because kIdS. were
forbidden to speak their language at residential school. Being
forced to speak English or French for most of the year meqnt

that many simply forgot how to speak the language of’theur A
ancestors. And when they became adults, t_hey couldn’t teac ;
their children how to speak the language either. As Elders and
Knowledge Keepers get older, there are fgwer ch_ances to regain
these language skills. Young people learning their language
become even more important because of this. 31
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Saulteaux Nations. He went to the Gordon
Indian Residential School as a day school
student from grades 3 to 7. The school was
on the George Gordon First Nations in
Saskatchewan.

3 acob Pratt is from both the Dakota and

3
1S
Ry

N

A Jacob has been dancing powwow since he
was a child, and is a men’s traditional dancer
and a hoop dancer. Jacob also works with
young people, helping them to become
leaders in their communities.

Athough residential schools seem as though they happened long ago,
the last one only closed down in 1996. What happened in these
schools is still affecting people’s lives today.

Jacob Pratt’s Story

“I had no other options for school than

to go to this residential school on my reserve.
The school was run very military-like. For
instance, when we had to eat, we would run
as fast as we could to the lunch area and we
would have to line up facing the wall. We
weren't allowed to talk, move, or do anything.
And if you did, you'd have to go to the

back of the line, and you didn't want to

do that because there’s only so much

good food, and then you'd have to eat

the food that was leftover—if there was

any food by the time you got your turn.”

The conditions at the school Jacob went to
were not as harsh as the conditions that some
students of residential schools faced. Many
students consider themselves “Survivors,”
because the treatment they faced at school
was so difficult.

“I don’t consider myself a Survivor.

I consider myself a former residential
school student, but not a Survivor,”
Jacob says.

At only 33 years old, Jacob is one of the
youngest former residential school
attendees in Canada.

Whatt do you learn from
your family that yoy

can’t learn from other
people? How woulq
residentia| schools

affect that learning?

By Rosanna Deerchild

For most of my life, my mother was a
stranger to me.

When | was a wee Deerchild, she showed little
physical affection, was quick to anger, and
suffered from depression. She also struggled
with alcohol and a difficult marriage.

She showed her love in other ways; she kept
the house clean, kept us clean, sheltered and
fed us. Every day, my mother brushed and
braided my hair while she hummed and sent
me off to school with soup and sandwiches.

I know she cared, but I never understood her.
To me, she was a mystery and it wasn't until |
was in high school that I learned her dark
secret. It took another 20 years before she
shared her story with me.

My mother, Edna Ferguson, is a residential
school Survivor. Born in 1945 in South Indian
Lake, Manitoba, she was raised in the North—

on the land with her parents and two older
sisters.

But that would all be taken away from her.
After her dad died on the trapline and her
mom died after getting sick with tuberculosis,
she was sent away. She arrived at her first
school when she was just five years old.

“You didn’t go to school to learn. All you
learned was to be mean. | didn’t learn nothing.
I didn’t know how to read, and when | talked
Cree they grabbed your hair and bang bang on
the floor. I was too young to fight for myself.”

She went to three residential schools between
the ages of 5 and 14. After returning to South
Indian Lake, she tried to put the past behind her.

My Mother’s Story

A Rosanna Deerchild and her mother Edna Ferguson

“I kept everything to myself. I didn’t want
to talk about it. I thought people would
laugh at me or say, ‘Don’t make up a story.
That's what they used to say when we went
home after school. They didn’t believe what
we were talking about. What happened at
school. What the nuns were doing. What
the priests were doing.”

In 2008, the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission began travelling across Canada
collecting the stories of Survivors. When
they set up in Winnipeg in 2010, | took a
chance and asked my mom if she would
come with me, just to listen, to know

that she was not alone.

What started out as B
a way for Rosanna’s
mother to tell her
residential school
story turned into a
six-year healing
journey and a book
of poetry, Calling
Down the Sky.

calling down the sky

rosanna deerchijd
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Summary: This selection
explains how residential schools
impacted First Nations, Inuit,
and Métis children in the past,
and continues to impact
Indigenous families across
Canada today.
Readinglevel. @ @ @
Vocabulary: residential schools,

e EromM inomE DISCUSSION Prompts

Understanding the Page:

On page 30, we learn that in some
residential schools children were
forced to cut their hair, were
called a strange name, or worse
yet, just a number. How do you

Minds on
Re [edtion (Before
Reading): What purpose
should schooling and educa-

tion serve?
Should it be good for think these actions made the
all children? children feel? What do you think
was the purpose of these actions?

e On page 31, we learn that when
children were taken from their
homes to go to residential
schools, the whole circle of life
was broken. What do you think
the author, Lisa Charleyboy,
means by “circle of life”? What
circle is broken? Consider how
children grow up and learn from
their families and communities in

Because children were removed
from their families and
communities for long periods of
time, these children also went
without learning what it was like
to have a loving parent because
they never had that opportunity
at school. What effect do you
think this had when they raised
their own children?

o On page 31, we learn that
many Indigenous languages
are threatened as a result of
residential schools. Why are
some Indigenous languages
disappearing today? Why are
Elders and Knowledge Keepers
important to the survival of
Indigenous languages?

Canadian government, forced,
uniform, strict, culture, Survivor,
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission

[ Download Sample]
J

your answer.

-

Health — What is required for a child to
. . be healthy? Based on what you have
" learned about residential schools, do
you think that residential schools
allowed Indigenous children to be
healthy? Provide specific examples for
why or why not to explain your thinking.

Communities. Parents and
grandparents were sad and
lanely without any children
araund, and the whole circle
of life was broken,

VP Life for Families and Communities
o o '
MR N et ag [ Language — Revisit the quote on the Contents
page by Freda Ahenakew: “Knowing your

language gives you an inner strength and pride
in your heritage.” What does this quote mean to
you? Think about the importance of knowing
your language in learning about your culture and
heritage. What effect would being cut off from
learning your language have on you? What has
been the experience of Indigenous children?
What are Indigenous Peoples doing today to

Girl in sewing tlosy
o the fort Brscistivn Irgion

Beidential Schoot in the
N Northwest Termitaries.

Without any children around, soma peapla
Tost the ability to pasent, They had no modef

i
2 ISR i Boys lived! up o oy af the of what family life \oaked like befo n ]
- Erandon Indion Rectlentiol Schpol 5. 5o 5 e residential
Li Brandon, Mo ol Scheal 1 0 schools, Some of the children who were take,
BY 54 Chdl'hyl)oy niode. fa 1960, : :w:yw 1o school never earned ow to show h:t . . 5
0 their own children—peye ;
sl them oo S them or revitalize their languages®

an many kids can imagine living apart

from their parents for 3 month, (a1
Jol Calture s another thing that was taken away

by residential schools. Children didn loarn
about thelr culture, and many didn't have g
vaportunities to leam even after they grew X
up. Thess ane generatinns of Indigenngs, people

‘I‘mlgemus children spake their onm
nguages at home, but forbi
Lo do 59 at schoal, g o
The Mohawk Institute Resident i
al Sehool in
RrMFa@ Ontario, was the firgt mmgn&r;d
l!shhwlful schood. Founded in 1828 as the
Mechanics’ Institite, it became a full

i vm'?"’!m— Ty e residential sehool for boys and girls in 1834,

A, ey
: mes even longer, Churches. Many students had to take part in
In school, children had to cut thefe haiy, wear b {83t verestrange t then.
4 uniform, and be called by an English name,
ar worse yet, just a number,
They also had to follaw
Very strict rules,

or they could be punished harshity, Many

T S f Lo U iR ICAD N T
wa%-zﬁ‘:}@ f@&:@iﬁtﬁ?ﬂ%é}:‘-‘i“" ;

an entire school year. Well, that's exa

::;r happaned to mare than 150 m:lly
19en0us kids who had to go to msigenti

schoals far from their hom.gn R

Actoss the county, childien
#ed 4 to 16
v Lk from thaiv Gamilies by the

Social Studies — What role do families have in
a community? Revisit the quote on page 2 by
Elder Vital Daniels, when thinking about your
answer: “Family is what keeps us happy! Being
together, helping one another out is what family
is all about.” What are the different parts that
can make up a family? How do the various parts
of a family work to transmit culture? How did
residential schools disrupt Indigenous families?
What impact do you think this had on
Indigenous communities?

s stene iy from

We Were Children, o 2012 it by Ti
Molachatiuk. Ine fiim recounts the
:!wqftw:v'fmnmamumw

w0 wese Both taken fiom they

fomes or o VY YOURT 29 and seme

12 residentiad schont

Conn_ecting to
the Final Project

v

Many Indigy et kids

forbiddeq to speak their [anguage at residential school. Being

ﬁ'ﬂmhwm«mmmuwmm
MM.M fﬂml:muwg.mmm

Later, tha schaols were turned into be;

andil
scltml::umierthetar\at‘iiin\:g\'me-r:memfs“El
mﬂnlhnl!ﬂnlmonmd
across Canada between 1831 and 1996,

Remember that an important part of
reconciliation is learning about the history
and culture of Indigenous Peoples. Think
about the impact that residential schools
had on Indigenous communities over more
than 150 years, and the impact they
continue to have today.

ol

Social Studies — On page 30, we learn that the first
residential schools were run by churches where
Indigenous children had to take part in church activities
that were strange to them. What is the purpose of
spiritual practices? Who should teach spiritual practices
to children? What impact do you think learning spiritual
practices that were so different from their own spiritual
practices had on Indigenous children?

Further Inquiry

How are different communities working to heal
from the legacy of residential schools? What
actions could you take to participate in this
healing process?

© 2022 Scholastic Canada Ltd. Excerpt from Take Action for Reconciliation Community Ties Teacher Guide.
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FerIFrom Home DiscUssion Prom

Understanding the Page:

o On page 32, former residential
school student Jacob Pratt is
quoted as saying, “We weren’t
allowed to talk, move, or do
anything. And if you did, you'd
have to go to the back of the
line, and you didn’t want to do that
because there’s only so
much good food, and then you'd
have to eat the food that was
leftover—if there was any food

Although residential schaols s,

by the time you got your turn.”
When you read this quote, how
do you feel? Does Jacob’s school
experience sound anything like
yours? Explain your answer.

eOn page 33, Rosanna Deerchild

shares that when she was a child,
her mother, Edna Ferguson,
showed little physical affection.
What ways did Rosanna’s mother
show her love despite being

schools is still affecting People’s lives today,

2em as though they h ene
the last one only clesed down in 1996, Wiat ha:np:ss: ?:‘:'I‘\lmg s
esp

unable to hug her children? What
does Edna’s story tell you about
the effects that residential
schools continue to have on
families today?

eWe learn on page 33 that in 2008

the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission began travelling
across Canada collecting the
stories of Survivors of residential
schools. Why was it important for
Survivors to tell their stories?

My Mother’s Story

By

Rosanna veerchild

Why was it important for Edna
Ferguson to hear the stories of
other residential school
Survivors?
Why is it important to learn about
the experiences of First Nations,
Inuit, and Métis children in
residential schools? What can we
learn from their experiences in
these schools? Should we share
what we learn? Explain your
thinking.

Social Studies — Often residential
schools are talked about as if they existed
in the deep past. However, based on
Jacob Pratt’s story on page 32, we learn
that he is only 33 years old and is a former
residential school student. Do you find it
surprising that these schools existed up
until 1996? Explain why you are, or are not,

surprised.

acob Pratt is from both the Dakota a
nd

Saulteaux Nations, He wen 4 fordy

i 8 0 the
Indian Residential Schaol a5 a day schaol !
stuilent from grades 3 to 7. The school was
on the Gearge Godon First Nations in
Saskatchewar,

Social Studies — In Jacob Pratt’s short piece
about his experience, he described what is

Yacob Pratt’s Story

“T hed no other aptions for schoof than
1099 (o this residential schoot on M reseive.
The schood wars rup very military-hike. For
instance, when we hoif to eqr, we would run
95 fost o5 we could to the lynch greq ond we
would have to line up facing the wall, W
-vm_e'r oﬂom o tolk, move, or do enything,
And if you did, you'd haye togo to the

back of the line, ond you didir't want 1

do that because thane's anly so much

Bood food, and then You'd Bove to et

the faod thot wos leftover—if them wos

any food by the time You got your tur, =

The conditions at the school Jac
ol went to
Vrere not 23 harsh as the conditions thap
students of residential schonls Faced. Man;w‘
wmmw :h:n:‘m themselves “Survivors, *
reatment they
was so difficul, #0 st ot o

:'er! consider myzelf @ Survivr,
considsr myself o former rasidential
schaol student, but not o Survivgg *
Jocob says. ¥

A only 33 years old, Jacob s
Pt oAe of the

Fol most of my life, my mother was 5
stranger to ma,

Whelj T was 3 wea Deerchild, she showed little
physical affiection, was Quick ko anges, and
snfifered from depression, She also struggied
with alcohol and a difficyly marriage,

She showed her lave in other ways; she kept
the hause claan, kept s clean, sheltersd and
fod us. Every day. my mother brushed ang
biaided my hair while she hummed and sent
me off to school with soup and sandwiches,

;kmw she cared, but T pever understood her,
o me, dte W35 a mystery and it wasn't until 1
w:{n high school that 1 tearned her dark
secret. 1t took another 20

years befi
shared hor story with me, e

My mother, Edng Ferguson, is a resi i

A 2 idential
schoal Surviver, Bomn in 1665 n South J'r:ﬂan
Laln;.‘eﬂlanrtuba. she was raised in the North—
on land with her pare
s nes and two aldee

But that would all be taken

After n_erdad died on the tt:plui:ye'::;‘ :«L
mon died after getting sick with tuberculosis,
she was sent mway, She arrived at her first '
school when she was just five years old,

Vou didn't go to school 1o Veam. All you
errwf wos to be maon. I didn losm nathing,
1 did’t know bow 1o read. and when I tolked \

& Hosiras Beaychitd and hee mether Edna Fenguton

| klglpl Everything to myself, £ didn’t wone
:.o tolk obout it, I thought peaple would
ough of me or say, Don't moke 1 2

. W@ a story,
That's what they used to ey when we K:I;(
hare after schoaf, They didn't betieve whot
e were talbing about. iwhat happened at
School What the muns were daing. Whot
the prigsts were daing,

:_n 208, the Truth and Reconciliation
amaission began travelling a¢

callocting the stories of Sungnm:.“'ﬂi:“:m
they set up in Winnipeg in 201, | took 3
chance and asked iy v iF she would
come with me, just to listen, £ know

that she was not slone,

What started our a5 e
1 iy far Rpanng’s
moeher o tell her
resitentiol sohoo)

10y turoed infp g
Hrjwar healing

-1 Global Connections — Residential schools
% happened in places other than Canada,

4 including the United States, Australia, and New
Zealand. Learn about how these schools
worked in other countries by doing some
research. Why do you think Indigenous people
were treated in similar ways in countries around
the world? What can we learn from these

experiences?

Links to Inquiry Question

called a “day school.” Rosanna Deerchild on
page 33 describes her mother’s experience in a
residential school. Read both of these stories
and describe what the difference is between a
day school and a residential school. Why are
both types of schools sometimes described as
residential schools? What is the common
message that people are trying to get across
when they describe them as the same thing?

What dg You leg,
Your family th;: ;:Tlm
con't leqrn from othe,
People? oy would d
; ;esuiential Schoojs
fect that learm‘ng?

Think About It!

What do you learn from your family
that you can’t learn from other
people? How would residential
schools affect that learning?

Croe they grabbed your hair ond hang bong on
the fioor. T was 19 young to fight for myself ~

Jeormey and o bouk
of poetry, Calling
Down the Shy,

She went to thes residential schools
Detweer
the ages of 5 and 14, After retuming to Sout:

Indian

Lake, she tried to put the past behind her,

a4 )
A © 4

-, Further Inquiry

/ The discovery of unmarked grades on the grounds of former residential schools over
the summer in 2021 made the horror of residential schools real for many Canadians.
It also confirmed what Survivors of residential schools told the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Canada. What else can we learn from the Survivors’ stories? What can
we do to ensure that their stories are no longer ignored? For example, on Orange Shirt
Day on September 30 wear an orange shirt to support Indigenous children and learn
about residential schools, encourage others to take part in reconciliation, take a pledge
of reconciliation yourself, learn about the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous People, or take action on any of the Calls to Action in the TRC.

Now that you have read many of the selections in
this book, think about the inquiry question: “What
makes communities strong?” Write down your
opinions. Have your opinions changed? How have
they changed? How have your opinions been
challenged? Discuss the opinions and think about

the question as a group.
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Changing the Legacy of

Residential

schools

S L

Excerpt from Time for a Change Student Book

Children in class at Birtle Indian
Residential School in Manitoba, c. 1957.

[Download Sample @

For over 100 years, First Nations, Inuit,
and Métis children were removed from
their homes and communities by the
Canadian government and forced to attend
residential schools. They were forbidden to
speak their languages, or practise traditional
customs and spirituality. They lived in
substandard conditions and experienced
abuse. They did not see examples of normal
family life.

@

When Indigenous children left the schools,
they often felt that they did not belong in
their own communities. They didn’t have the
traditional skills to help their parents, and
they had been taught to feel ashamed of
their Indigenous identity. Racism and
stereotypes meant they also did not feel
welcome in Canadian society. Many
residential schools did not provide good
quality education, so those who attended the
schools were often unable to succeed in
higher education or the workplace.

Thisithird[samplellessonldelVeslintojthellegacyfonresidential
how/communitiestarelhealingkfromithatilegacy

When the federal government apologized to
residential school Survivors in 2008, then
Prime Minister Stephen Harper admitted
that the government wanted to assimilate

“We need to speak
about it; we need to

learn about it”

—Phyllis We’rad.

founder of the Orange
Shirt Day movement
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Study time at Fort Resolution Indian Residential

School in the Northwest Territories.

Indigenous children into colonial society
in an attempt to “civilize” them. Today,
Survivors of residential schools are trying
to heal from the experience.

Taking{Acti

Orange Shirt Day

When Phyllis arrived

at her residential

school at the age of

six, all of her clothes

were taken, including

the orange shirt her

grandmother had

bought her for the

first day of school.

Phyllis has spoken

publicly about how

the colour orange

reminded her

throughout her life of

how the school taught her that she and the other kids didn't matter. She
started a national movement, Orange Shirt Day, to acknowledge residential
school Survivors and to show that every child matters. Orange Shirt Day is
recognized all across Canada every year, on September 30th. What will you,
your class, or your school do to honour Survivors next September 30th?
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Norman Yakeleya is from Tulit’a, Northwest

angry. When | went into the sweat
lodge, the Elder said | had to pray
for the courage to forgive. Part of
the healing process is letting go. If
you don’t allow yourself to forgive,
you stay stuck in the past, instead
of living your life with the path in
front of you. When you walk
through life with the path in front
of you, you can see where you
walk, because the path is there.

Q: Do you think that Canada is working
differently with Indigenous Peoples now?

NY: [Prime Minister] Trudeau said he wanted
to create a new relationship with Indigenous
Peoples. Part of that is recognizing
Indigenous rights. We need to look at our
nation-to-nation relationship. This is an
opportunity to sit down and have a
discussion about residential schools

in Canada, and the impact it had on
communities, people, our cultures.
We have to talk about what’s continuing
the intergenerational impacts. We have
the inherent right to our language, our
culture, our own systems. We can work
nation to nation.

UNDRIP has four
important themes:

* The right to self-determination.

That's the right of Indigenous
Peoples to decide what is best
for them and their communities.

Territories, and now lives in Yellowknife. He was a
councillor, chief, and former Member of the Legislative
Assembly for the Sahtu in the Northwest Territories
Legislature. In 2018, he was elected national chief of the
Dene Nation. At the age of six, Norman entered Grollier

A Path Forward to a New Relationship

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission has said that Canada
must change the way it works with Indigenous Peoples and
communities. Part of that is understanding the rights that

Q: What are some things that your
community is doing to address the
legacy of residential schools? * Theright to be recognized as

distinct peoples.

Hall residential school, run by the Roman Catholic

Church in Inuvik, Northwest Territories.

Q: What do you want people in Canada to
know about your time in residential school?

NY: They taught me to listen to a teacher, do
geometry and chemistry, how to write proper
English. | learned a little bit of piano, hockey.
| studied, but | didn’t learn about drumming
or where our songs come from, how our
language is structured, the importance of the
Elders’ teachings, the importance of being
one mind. So when | went back home at age
15, | was locked out by my own people
because | didn’t know how to set a fishnet,
how to set a snare. There was a price to pay.

When | came out of residential school, | was
in a pattern of blaming, manipulating, and
living my life as a victim. | wasn’t a very nice
guy. But all those behaviours, it just covered
up my denial about who | was and what
residential school did in my life. | was so

NY: The education system right now
does not reflect the Traditional
Knowledge of the Elders. There are
one- or two-week programs on the land, but
that’s different from sustaining yourself on
the land.

An Elder called me from one of the small
communities. He wanted to get the young
people together with the Elders and start
mapping out our trails—where to go, where
not to go, and which areas are forbidden
because of our traditional stories. These
young people have academic knowledge and
a strong desire to know who they are and
what they are—but they don’t have the
Traditional Knowledge. We want to ensure
that this knowledge continues on. We are
planning a week-long conference that brings
together Elders, students, anthropologists,
and archaeologists. We want to record the
stories and presentations so that we can
preserve our history, knowledge, heritage,

culture, and spirituality for future generations.
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Indigenous Peoples have. The United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) was created by the United
Nations. It’s a document that explains the rights of Indigenous
Peoples around the world. UNDRIP contains 46 articles that
describe specific rights and the actions governments must take
to protect them. All Canadians can take action to respect these
rights. We can learn about what these rights are and ask our

government to fully implement them.

A On August 9, 2017, Grand Chief Wilton Littlechild
from the Ermineskin Cree community in Maskwacis,
Alberta, opened an event about UNDRIP for the 10th
anniversary of the Declaration.

© 2022 Scholastic Canada Ltd

* Theright to free, prior, and
informed consent. This means
the right to be consulted and to
make decisions about anything
that may affect their rights—
freely, without pressure, with all
the facts, and before any
decisions are made.

° The right to be free of
discrimination.

/ t,|1lllhy is it il.nportant for 1
- the education Systemto
~_include Indigenoys j
-,hlstories, €Xperiences,
\ .fnd Perspectives? y.

e e

»
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Summary: This selection teaches | Understanding the Page:

us about the legacy of residential | Minds on o The title of this selection is
schools and how communities are Reflection (Before “Changing the Legacy of

| eading):Howare RescerialSehoois! it do you
Reading Lovel: B @ + Gadentalschonts gy apuitvword
Vocabulary: legacy, forbidden, school you negative word, or is it neutral?
spirituality, substandard,

Discuss with a partner.
. attend?
stereotypes, assimilate, heal

Changing the Legacy of
Social Studies - On page 22, we learn that in residential = —
schools children were forbidden to practise traditional ReSIdentla 1
customs and spirituality. What do you think were some

of the impacts of forcing children to give up their
traditional customs and spirituality? Revisit Norman
Yakeleya’s interview on page 24 in considering your
answer. How was Yakeleya affected by not learning the
traditional customs and spiritual practices of his
people? Research some of the traditional customs of
Indigenous communities where you live. What are
Indigenous communities doing to ensure that these
practices are passed on to the next generations?

When the federal
residential school
Prime Minister Ste

Language Arts - On pages 22 and 23, there are
two images showing children in residential school.
Using these images to help you think, write down
the keywords of any questions you have about
these images. How do the images make you feel?
Using your notes, write a poem about the images.
Share your poem with a partner.

For OVEr 100 years, First Nations, Inyiy
" and Métis children were removed ffm:n
thelr hames and communities by the
Canadian Sovernment and forced (p altend
residential schools, They were forbidden o
speak thelr languages, or practise traditional
customs and spirituality, They (ived in
substandard condifions and experienced

abuse. They did not See examples of nommay

@

When Indigenaus childran left the schanls
the}' often felf that they did nat belong in'
theu.- W communities. They didrt have the
traditional skills 1o help their parents, and
they had been taught to feel a;hamee.l of
thelr Indigenoys Identity. Rackem and
stereolypes mean) they also did not feel
welcome in Canadian society. Many
(csld_cnn.ll schaols did not provide gaod
quality education, sq those who altended the
u«_:huulez Were often unabie 1o sueceed in
higher education or the workplace, s

~—Phyllis Webstad,
lounder of the Brange
Shirt Day movement

Health - Indian Residential Schools
impacted the health of individuals
and communities in a large way.
With a partner, make a list of the
ways that residential schools
impacted the physical health of
Indigenous Peoples, and the mental
health of individuals. Brainstorm
some ways that the health of
Indigenous Peoples is being
supported today.

Health - On page 22, we learn that when some Indigenous
children returned home after residential school, they felt like
they didn’t belong in their own communities. Norman
Yakeleya expresses the same idea on page 24 when he says,
“... ' was locked out by my own people” and “There was a
price to pay.” What price did Yakeleya pay? Imagine feeling
that you do not belong in your own family and community
through no fault of your own. What effect do you think these
feelings had on the spiritual, mental, emotional, and even
physical health of former residential school students?
Discuss your thoughts in a small group.

44

govep'lmem apologized 1o
Suvivors in 2008, then
‘phen Harper admifted
that the govemment wanted to assimilate

Study time at Fort B

School in the

‘lndlgenous children into colanjal society.
\n an attempt to “civilize™ them, Toduy,
Survivars of residantial schools are twi,n
ta heal fram the experience, 2

Taking{Action
Orange Shirt Day

When Pryllis anmived
at her rosiogntial
school at the sgeof
£, afl of bar dothes
wara luknn,ir-:lmmg
the orange shirt hor
randmothes had
bowught hor for the
Hiest dday of nahoal,
Eyllis has spoken
publicly about how
the colour orange
romindod hor
throughout her life of
how the school taught her that she and
startod 3 national movement, Ora
Sehuol Survieors and to show thar
recogaized all scross Banads o
Your clags, or your schoo! da to b

the other kide didnt mattar,

ngie: Shirt Day, to ucknawlodgn m!';n:zinl
avery child mitters, Orongla Shirt Doy is
Y Yo, 0n Saptember 0th. What vl you,
AONT Sisrvivors nest Saptambar 30ty :

Language Arts - Using what you have
learned in this selection, any questions you
might have, and current events relating to
truth and reconciliation, write an opinion
article giving your perspective on the
current state of truth and reconciliation in
Canada today.

e In this selection, we learn about e Why do you think it is so
how students were forbidden
to speak their languages, or
practise traditional customs
and spirituality. Consider how
this would feel if it were you
and your family who were
forbidden to practise your
traditions. How do you think
you would respond to this?

important for students and
all of Canada to be aware of
residential schools, their
legacy, and to talk about
what happened?

In 2008, the federal government
apologized to Survivors of

residential schools. Is a simple
verbal apology enough?

&

N

&
4

What has the government been
doing to make things right with
Survivors and their ancestors?
What more should the
government do?

Sample Lesson from
Time for a Change Teacher’s Guide

Taking Action

On page 23, we learn that Phyllis Webstad began the
Orange Shirt Day movement to honour the Survivors
of residential schools. Find out more about Orange
Shirt Day. What are schools across the country doing
on September 30th to honour residential school
Survivors and to show that every child matters? What
does your school community do, or could be doing?
What ideas do you have for getting your school
community involved?

[ Download Sa

mple)

Media/Art - Make a poster sharing
important information about Orange Shirt
Day, and encouraging people to participate.
Start a poster campaign in your school to
make sure everyone participates on
September 30th!

J/

Social Studies - Assimilation is when one group
begins thinking and acting like another group. For
First Nations peoples, this happened through
being forbidden to speak ancestral languages and
to practise cultural and spiritual traditions. What is
the situation like in Canada today? Research the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s
Calls to Action and see if you can find anything
that addresses assimilation.

45
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Summary: In this part of the
selection, Dene Norman Yakeleya
from Tulit’a, Northwest Territories,
shares some of his experiences in
residential school and how some
people are addressing its legacy.

Vocabulary: Elders, behaviours,
sweat lodge, Traditional
Knowledge, rights, inherent,
distinct, consent, discrimination

Language/Technology - Using your research skills,
find a web resource that helps people learn a
language Indigenous to your territory. Why do you
think these web resources are so important to
boost language skill development? How can your
learning of Indigenous languages, even a few
words, assist in reconciliation?

Health - On page 21 of “Piita Irnig’s Story,” Elder
Irnig shares that part of healing is talking about
your pain and “helping Inuit to understand where
they have been as a people, where they are now,
and where they are going in the future. Working
with Inuit to understand this about themselves is
very important.” Compare and contrast Elder
Irniq’s ideas on healing to what Norman Yakeleya
believes about healing: “Part of the healing
process is letting go. If you don’t allow yourself to

Minds on
Reflection (Before
Reading): Why is it so
important to hear
the stories and
experiences of
Survivors?

Social Studies - On page 24, we learn from Norman
Yakeleya that he felt locked out of his community by his
own people when he returned from school because he
did not know how to do specific things. What things
would have helped him feel more a part of his
community? What are some of the ways today that
individuals are learning these kinds of things to
reconnect with their communities?

forgive, you stay stuck in the past, instead of
living your life with the path in front of you.” How
are their ideas on healing similar? How are their
ideas different? What are your thoughts about

healing? Discuss with a partner.
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Understanding the Page:

o Norman Yakeleya talks about how
he learned about piano, hockey,
and writing English, but that he
didn’t learn about drumming,
where Indigenous songs came
from, or the structures of his own
language. What impact did this
education have on his ability to be
a member of his Indigenous
community?

orman Yakeleya’s Story

angry. When | went inta the sweat
Todge, the Eider said ! had to pray
for the courage to forgive. Part of
the healing process is letting go. If
4 yau dor't allow yourself to forgive,
4 You stay stuck in the pasy, ll!xlﬁ-d’
of living your life with the path in
front of you. When you walk
through lfe with the path in front
Norman Yaketeya s f i’ :Lr:'ué o e o e
- .1 ,,,_.".. ,:v.,__:::m Tulll:, Northwesy S the Dalh = e
Ll
Q: What are soma things that your
community is doing to address the
erma i legacy of residential schools?

Church in Inuelk, Northwest Tars ltories, KY: The education System right now
ig

does nol reflect the Tradilional
Knowledge of the Elders., There are
‘c;zr:;sudr_lr:\ro»m;k Programs on the fand, but
iterent from sustaini
i ustaining yourseif on

IC(!: What do you want Pedple in Canada to
now ahout your tima in residential school?

NY¥: They taught me (o listen to a teacher, do
geur.m:lry and chemistry, how {o write pml r
English. | leamed a littie bit of piang, hocfe
1 studied, but | didn' learn abayt dru’mminq{
ar where our songs come from, how our -
language Js stiuctured, the importance of the
Elders'_ teachings, the importance of being
one mind. So when | went hack home at age
15, | was locked out by my awn people ¢
bhecause | didn't know how 10 set a fishner
how to set a snare, There was 3 price ta pay

An Elder called me fram ane of the small
communities. He wanted o get the young
peoplle together with the Elders and start
MApRPing oul nur trails—whers (g o, wher
not ta go, and which areas are Fnrbinid!u
because of our traditional stories, These
Young people have academic knowledge and
@ strong desire to know who they are and
what they are—pyt they don't have the

Traditio
When | came o of residential school, | was o oRNRE Ve HATELO Skl

ma pattern of blaming, manipulating, and
living my life as a victim, I wasn't a very nic
BUY. But all thgse behavigurs, it just cuuma:
up my denial about who | was and what
residential schaol did in my life, | was 5o

that t?!is knowledge continues on. We are
planning a week-long confecence that brin 5
together Elders, students, anlhmpolusislss
and archacologists, We want {o record lhu.
storles and presentations so (ha we can
Preserve our history, knowledge, hetltage,
culture, and spinituality for future nnelali'nns

Geography - Norman Yakeleya talks about
some of the skills necessary in his

*“ community, including setting a fishnet and

setting a snare. The skills we need to learn to
fit into our communities depend on where
our communities are located and how we live
as peoples. What are some skills that you
need to learn to feel like you are a member of
your community? How are these skills
connected to the natural environment?

e On page 24, Yakeleya talks about
how angry he was after coming
out of residential schools. Make a
list of the reasons why you think
he would have been angry. What
were some of the ways Yakeleya
worked to heal? What can you
learn from his experience with

anger?

0z Do you think that Canada 15
workln,
differently with Indigenous Peoples nofv?

NY: [Prime Minister] Trudeay said he wantad

Yakeleya mentions two types of
knowledge, which are academic
knowledge and Traditional
Knowledge. What are the
differences between the two
types of knowledge? Why are
both important?

On page 25, Yakeleya talks about
the importance of recognizing

Indigenous rights, and looking at
the nation-to-nation relationship.
What does nation to nation
mean? What do you think he
means by a nation-to-nation
relationship? What questions
would you ask him if you had the
chance?

in Canada, and the impact it had on
communities, people, aur cullures,

We :&aue to talk about whats continuing
SR o
the impacts. We have

i create a new ralationship with Indi,
Feu?pbes. Part of that is recognizing =
lndggencus rights. We need to laok at our
nation-to-nation relationship, This is an
APPartUNity to sit down and have 3
discussion about residential schaols

A Path Forward to a New Relationship

The: Truth and Reoconailiation Cammis
sion has said that Cang
sk change the way it works with \ndiganaus Peoplas wm
w “%:mue‘:":'m 9F that is undorstanding tha rignts that
0us Peoplos nave, The United Nati

e il Nations Declaration on
Naﬁ&nlﬁmﬁwﬂw was oreated by the Ul:::"ﬂ

o it plaing the rights of 3
Poapivs around the word, UNORE cavlminszﬂatzclbr": :;::'st

dascribe specific 1ights and the actions

toprotect them, All Canadkans can tako action t
Tights. Wa €01 laarn abaut what thos lgﬂ!x.ﬂm
government to Tully implemeant them. i

in Cree community i
; z ity in Maskwacls,
Albérta, dpened an event adoat UNDRIP for the sorh
anmesrsavy of the Becloration,

the inherent Fight 1o our language, our

culture, our gwn systems. We can work

nation te nation,

UNDRIP has four
Important themes:

* The right to self-dotarminatio
.
That's the right of Indigenoug
Peoples to decide what is best
for them and their Communities,

* The ight to be recognized as

distinot peoples,

the facts, and bafore any
dacisions are made,
* Thadght to be frow of

discrimination,

Think About It!

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission has talked
about the importance of education in moving forward
in good ways with truth and reconciliation. Why is it

* The Fight to frae, prior, and
Informad consant, This m
A eang
the right to be consulted and to
make decisions about anything
that may affect thair fights—
fraaly, without peassuny, with aff

important as part of the process of reconciliation that
the education system includes Indigenous histories,
experiences, and perspectives? Discuss your ideas
with the class.

Social Studies - On page 25, four themes in the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) are identified. Do you
think one is more important than the others? If so,
why? Chose one theme and discuss with a partner.

Media/Art - Using a computer media program,
sketching, or your choice of visual art, design a
poster highlighting the four key themes of UNDRIP.
Working with your teacher, arrange a poster/media
campaign in your school to draw attention to the
importance of UNDRIP.

Social Studies - On page 25, Yakeleya talks about how
Prime Minister Trudeau said he wanted to create a new
relationship with Indigenous Peoples. An important
part of this, Yakeleya believes, is that Indigenous rights
need to be recognized, and he also believes that we
need to look at the nation-to-nation relationship. What
are some of the Indigenous rights that continue to go
unrecognized? Discuss your ideas with a partner and

then the class.

Language Arts - Prime Minister
Trudeau’s desire to create a new
relationship with Indigenous Peoples
is noted on page 25. Write a letter to
Prime Minister Trudeau identifying the
key points that you feel need to be
addressed in order to continue healing
the relationship between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous peoples.
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Videos
What Happened? (3)

What Has Been the Purpose and the Role of the TRC? @

Le ar n I\/I O re How Should People Feel? (®)

Truth and Reconciliation Commision of Canada Namwayut: we are all one. Truth and reconciliation in Canada ()

. . . . Chief Robert Joseph, hereditary chief of the Gwawaenuk First Nation, shares his
(TRC) Commissioner Dr. Marie Wilson gives a experience in residential schools.
backgrounder on the history of residential schools,

In their own words (&)

their impaCt on |ndigenous Communities, and Nine Sl_Jrv_ivors talk about their experiences in residential school and its impact
iInformation about the TRC, and Survivors share on thelr fives.
their stories. Click to watch each video. ) #Next150 Challenge: Survivor Stories (3)

As part of the Next 150 Challenge initiative, Survivors of residential schools tell
their stories.

Residential school survivor says her last name was stolen (3)
Residential school Survivor Vivian talks about her time in residential school.

Residential school survivor on waiting for reconciliation @

Residential school Survivor Wanbdi Wakita talks about the need to right the wrongs
caused by residential schools with meaningful actions.

Please note: These external web links provide additional information
that is consistent with the intended purpose of this discussion guide;
however, the external links are subject to change and not maintained
by Scholastic Canada Ltd.

Residential School Survivor Stories ()
From the Legacy of Hope Foundation, Survivors of residential schools tell their stories.

Learn more about Take Action for Reconciliation:
www.scholastic.ca/education/take-action-for-reconciliation
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDyknk-KwI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Knez8ZQ1XxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=244Nf0CSqEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zuRQmwaREY
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform/residential-school-survivors?cnis=67444404-0781-4450-8669-71283264887d*C*2201*0*0*A
https://next150.indianhorse.ca/challenges/survivor-stories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqdeRXY7hu4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL7Mn-MvcJk
http://wherearethechildren.ca/en/stories/
https://www.scholastic.ca/education/take-action-for-reconciliation/

